University Standing Committee

for 

Extension, Engagement, and Economic Development

232 McKimmon

3:00 – 5:00 p.m.

Monday, March 15, 2010
MINUTES
ATTENDEES:  Peter Janca – Chair, Maria Bonto-Kane, Debbie Currie, Lisa Grable, Trevor Little, Rachel Monteverdi, Barrett Slenning, Alice Warren, Jim Zuiches – Vice Chancellor, and Karen Turner – Scribe
Guest:
 Dr. Jay Levine, Professor of Epidemiology and Public Health
           Aquatic Epidemiology and Conservation Laboratory

           College of Veterinary Medicine
Approval of February Minutes – Peter Janca, Chair
After a review of the February minutes, Trevor Little made a motion to accept them as written, Barrett Slenning seconded, and the motion passed unanimously.
UPDATES
Gateway Technology Center – Alice Warren
· Community outreach specialists were hired April 1
· Permanently located at the Gateway Technology Center (GTC) in Rocky Mount
· Meeting and becoming acquainted with school superintendents with the five-county region
· Already connecting to campus resources
· Invited to attend the next USCOEE&Ed meeting
· Have attended the Upper Coastal Plain Learning Council Board of Advisors meeting
· They will help find a program coordinator that will provide support
· Fayetteville State University now at GTC running its Master program
· 4/2 – will hold a legislative update – members from the General Assembly will be present 
Greater Hickory Area – Jim Zuiches
· Represents the four counties surrounding Catawba County

· Area suffering economically from several plant closings and lose of jobs

· Appalachian State University will supply the academic for credit needs as they surface

· NC State University will help with local extension and economic development

· University programs already in the area are The Science House, Cooperative Extension, Small Business and Technology Development Center, Industrial Extension Service, Center for Community and Family Engagement

· Met recently with community college presidents

· Will hold three to six major institutional events to help spark community interest

· Will culminate with a Educational Regional Summit

· 3-4 of the counties are already identified as 20th Century counties and are currently in the process of assessing their needs

· Committee member Percy Hooper invited to look at an abandoned manufacturing site and give ideas/suggestions for community restoration/reuse
C. Peter Magrath Nomination – Jim Zuiches
· Riverworks at Sturgeon City  to be submitted by the end of this week

· In the Chancellor’s office for his signature

Scholarship of Engagement Symposium (postponed) – Pat Sobrero
· Chancellor and Provost have expressed an interest in being involved, but their schedules would not allow them to participate
· Will hold the symposium in the Fall once we can settle on a date on which both can participate

TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION
Review of Extension Seed Grant Proposal Evaluation Methods – Karen Turner, Peter Janca
· Karen Turner reviewed the process for selection of the sub-committees (five again this year) and scoring
· We will stick with the 1-10 scoring (one being the least and 10 being the best) spreadsheet and develop wording to help everyone score consistently
· Continue with comments
· Changes for next year:
· Cover for proposal – change wording for signatures to read “Dean/Vice Chancellor signature”
· May want to review scoring process
PRESENTATION  - Riverworks At Sturgeon City – Dr. Jay Levine, Professor of Epidemiology and Public Health, College of Veterinary Medicine

· Project began in the 1990s with a trip to Italy and a ‘sister’city; they were using oyster racks in the bay for water quality purposes

· Riverworks at Sturgeon City evolved from a city-community-university partnership that initially rescued the devastated Wilson Bay on the New River in Jacksonville (Onslow County), NC

· Community charrettes were conducted by university students to develop ideas on how the site could be improved

· The wastewater plant was decommissioned, and with ideas from NC State faculty, the city considered an alternative plan to reuse the site for civic, environmental, educational and recreational purposes

· College of Design organized community charrettes and a student “studio” and presented alternative visions for the site to the City Council

· The results include a 26-acre community green space, and annual summer leadership program for high school students, the Sturgeon City Institutes, and a nonprofit that is driving the efforts to fund and build a civic and environmental education center

· Spawned from community’s desire to reclaim the severely degraded bay, the partnership stimulated the reuse and conversion of a wastewater treatment plant, city landfill, and dock built by the Marine Corps with posts that were soaked in cresol
· Now serves more than 4,000 visitors annually
· Oyster racks were added to the bay and the dock was taken down – these efforts restored the ecosystem, which is now flourishing with new species

· Wetlands were added and a board walk

· Broadened partnership includes three universities, two community colleges, Camp Lejeune Marine Corps Base, the New River Foundation, numerous local businesses and local residents

· The site also supports university-led applied research, graduate training and the transfer of aquaculture technologies to the business communities
· Shining example of a land-grant university in action through the active integration of reaching, research, extension and engagement 
REMINDER:
Outstanding Extension Service Awards Ceremony

Monday, April 19

McKimmon Center for Extension and Continuing Education

After our last meeting for this academic year, we will proceed downstairs for a picture of the Committee and then on to the ceremony

Next Meeting:  Monday, April 19

              Time:  3:00 – 5:00 pm
         Location:  232 McKimmon
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