Athletics, Council on – Minutes – 2009-2010
March 26, 2010
Members Present: Sam Pardue, Paul Williams, James Mickle, John Griggs, March Krotee, Keith Edmisten, Len Annetta, David Rainer, Carol Pope, Suzanne Weiner, Joanne Woodard, Fred Joseph, Daniel Gunter III
Members Absent: Terry Hill, Randy Ramsey, Eddie Watkins

Ex-Officio Members Present: Phil Moses, Executive Director of Academic Support Program for Student Athletes (ASPSA); David Horning, Associate Director of Athletics; Heather Murphy, Eligibility Coordinator 

Ex-Officio Members Absent: Tom Honeycutt, Jo-Ann Robinson, Lee Fowler
Coaches Present: Tom O’Brien, Football
Guests Present: Carrie Leger, ASPSA; Bob Kennel, B.A.S.E.; Dick Christy, Athletics 
Meeting: Chair, Sam Pardue called the meeting to order at 2:02 P.M.

Approved Minutes: The minutes of the February 26th meeting were approved.

Athletic Department Update:

Introduction of Coaches

Coach Tom O’Brien provided a football update.  He referenced the ongoing “coaches clinic” at the Murphy Center that weekend and the potential impact such events had on building positive relationships.  The Spring Game will be held on April 17th and will once again be designated as the Kay Yow Spring Game.  Proceeds generated from the game’s donations will benefit the Kay Yow Foundation.  Coach O’Brien commented that spring practice would focus on individual improvement.  Conceptually, as individuals improve, so should the team collectively.   He mentioned the effect of not qualifying for a bowl had on some members of the squad.  A brief review of Coach Bible’s status with the team and the addition of Assistant Coach Jon Tenuta were noted.  Coach O’Brien was pleased with the recruiting class, in particular the effort to attract young men from North Carolina to the program.  This recruiting class will continue the trend of bringing in student athletes that “mesh well” with the program.  He noted that attrition resulted in less than an abundance of senior leadership.  As a result, the earlier recruiting classes had been larger than what is projected for next year.  It is anticipated that the 2011 recruiting class will only sign 17-18 players.     
Associate Director Horning
Director Fowler was unable to attend the Council meeting.  Bringing the Athletics Department’s report was David Horning.  David provided a handout describing highlights in the activities of the spring sports.  Special comments were provided in regards to post-season play for both men’s and women’s basketball.  Both programs were pleased with their progress, yet they were not satisfied.  Exit interviews for graduating seniors continued.  Consideration was given to conducting evaluations of student athlete’s attitudes at an earlier point in their careers.  Tim Peeler is developing a book to commemorate the 100th anniversary of men’s basketball at NC State.  Copies may be pre-ordered in July.  There are preliminary discussions to create a “coaches memorial garden” on the west side of Reynolds coliseum, facing the Talley Center.   Associate Director Horning presented Academic Performance Agreements for 5th year seniors or PBS students.  The Council wholeheartedly endorsed the concept of these agreements, whose intent is to encourage the successful completion of a course of study.  

Compliance: Michelle Lee 
For the Compliance Office, this is a “quiet time”.  Certification for the spring semester was complete.  Current focus of the office is on next year.  A new NCAA policy allows for an addendum to the scholarship renewal form.  Non-athletic conditions: e.g. academic and character issues may now be considered as a factor in renewals. 
Academic Support Program for Student Athletes

The US Secretary of Education Arne Duncan has proposed that a minimum graduation rate (GSR) of 40% be enforced for all institutions participating in the men’s NCAA basketball tournament.  The potential adoption of such a measure is difficult to assess.  

The Football Academic Working Group (FAWG) was created in 2008 at the request of former NCAA President, Dr. Miles Brand.  Similar to the Baseball Working Group, the FAWG was charged with developing policies to improve retention and graduation rates of football student athletes.  One proposal would require that football student athletes pass nine hours in the Fall semester.  Failing to do so would result in a four game suspension during the next season.  The suspension could be reduced to two games if the student athlete passed a total of 27 hours during the Fall, Spring, and Summer terms.  Earlier versions of the proposed policy would have also banned student athletes from Spring Practice if they did not pass at least nine hours in the Fall.   Following the implementation of the recommendations of the Baseball Working Group, the APR for Baseball rose significantly (18 points).        
Committees

· Finance, Facilities and Personnel: no report
· Student-life, Equity, and Sportsmanship: no report 
· Compliance: no report
· Faculty Academic Committee: A preliminary report from the sub-committee on Improving Graduation Rates was provided.  Approximately 30% of our student athletes leave in good academic standing.   Their departures are typically non-academic in nature.   Relationships with coaches and teammates, playing time, and overall team success contribute to retention.  The difficulty associated with intra-campus transfers appears to be one component that negatively impacts graduation rates for some student athletes and the general student population as well.   The quality of academic advising was suggested to vary among colleges and departments.    A discussion of “professional advisors” and the value of the centralization of advising occurred.  Finally, the sub-committee presented an attendance policy concept that would be recommended as an Athletics Department policy rather than being “team-based”.
Unfinished Business

None

New Business

None

Adjournment: 4:20 P.M.
Respectfully Submitted, 
Sam Pardue
